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Staff Spotlight

My name is Laura KP, and I’m the 
Subject Leader for Science at DBS AK. 
This is my 7th year teaching science and 
my 3rd year in Qatar. I teach all three 
sciences but my heart lies with 
chemistry, as all of my pupils would be 
able to tell you. 

My grandma was a head teacher of a 
special needs Primary School, and from 
a young age I used to go in to her 
school and help her Year 6 students 
with Maths. I think I always knew I 
would end up in teaching, it comes 
naturally and I love every minute of it. I 
actually started off studying medicine, 
and left because I wanted to teach!

I went to a very traditional school with very traditional teaching methods. It was the 
couple of teachers who ‘broke the mould’ who really stuck with me and made me fall in 
love with my subject. 

The best part of our job as teachers is sharing a subject that we love, with the amazing 
pupils we teach. In science we are building our learning pathway to allow us to foster the 
enthusiasm and excitement that surrounds our subject. We have the biggest department 
in school and our Key Stage 5 courses are incredibly popular. It’s the most challenging and 
rewarding job I’ve had, with a steep learning curve, but I couldn’t ask for a better place to 
be doing it.

Should you ever need to contact me, please do not hesitate to email me at 
laura.kurukkampoyil@dohabritishshool.com.

Laura Kurukkam Poyil  
Subject Leader Science 
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Welcome Back to 100% of Students! 

After 18 months of disruption to schools around the world, due to Covid 19, this week 
finally saw the return to schools for 100% of our students.  Staff and students alike have 
been super excited to be in the classroom and although certain restrictions are still in 
place, there is finally some light at the end of the tunnel.  A huge thank you to staff, 
students and parents for all of your hard work and determination over the past 18 months 
and for such a positive return to 100%.
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House Competitions 

It has been a fantastic first half term with students working extremely hard to earn 
as many house points as possible for their houses and it has been amazing to see 
house leaders, form tutors and students becoming super competitive in a bid to be 
top of the leaderboard each week! A massive well done to our top 3 tutors groups 
especially 9H who are our first winners of the year, and a huge congratulations to 
THE GREEN SCORPIONS who are our first overall winners of the year.  Go Scorpions! 
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Virtual ECAS
Beat Mr Thomas 

Our virtual ECAs have proven to be extremely popular and this 
week Mr Thomas set his challenge to beat him in a DIY 
competition.  The aim was to build the biggest and best tower out 
of household objects.  Mr Thomas recreated the Empire State 
Building and was convinced that no one would beat his creation, 
until a late entry from Naeema in Year 11 knocked him off top 
spot!  We are sure you will agree that Naeema’s Statue of Liberty 
is a very deserving winner!  Well Done Naemma.
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Virtual ECAS
Sports Journalism 

Football correspondents Alex and Rehan from 
7C have kickstarted the Sports Journalism ECA 
by writing two great articles covering 
Manchester United's 1-0 loss to Aston Villa.

More from them and the world of sport in the 
weeks ahead.
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As part of the Chemistry International 
A-level, students are expected to carry 
out and understand experimental 
work linked to the theory they are 
studying. This is the first experiment of 
the AS course and involves measuring 
the amount of gases produced during 
a chemical reaction, and using that to 
calculate the amounts of different 
unknown substances.

A Level Chemistry
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Year 13 IB Biology 

Mrs Goggin’s Year 13 IB Biology students have been 

modelling their knowledge of natural selection 

through the demonstration of competitive feeding 

strategies in finches. It was a great way for the 

students to get hands on experience of the most 

effective way of feeding.  The class was super 

competitive and it was great to see  the Scorpion 

House coming out as clear winners well done! 
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Year 11 Biology Eye Dissection 

Year 11 triple scientists explored the structure of the eye as part of their I-GCSE 
Biology module. Students completed a dissection using a range of tools to explore 
key structures and understand the importance of dissection to further our medical 
knowledge. #futurescientist #futuredoctors #sciencing. 
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 Year 8 Asian History 

Miss Porter's Year 8 class have 
been busy recently exploring the 
new Year 8 global History topic 
which focuses on India and how 
different cultures lived side by 
side. They are really enjoying the 
topic and have produced some 
fantastic work. Well done Year 8!
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Mental Health Awareness Week 

Last week was Mental Health Awareness week and our wonderful team of Sixth form 
students put together a fantastic week of activities to raise awareness of Mental Health.  
There were a number of activities on offer throughout the week including Yoga, 
Aromatherapy and compliment post it notes to give students the opportunity to destress 
and be kind to others. If you are struggling with your mental health please speak to 
someone.
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Mental Health Awareness Week
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Mental Health Awareness Week in the Library

Last week's library lessons focused on Mental Health 
Awareness. The main idea was to promote the message of 
good mental health and to make our students aware of 
issues related to mental health.

We concluded the lessons by watching a video of 
some students in a Secondary School who had 
been subjected to mental health issues. The video 
prompted a health discussion among the 
students on how we as students and staff can 
help those who suffer from mental health issues 
or being put in conditions that might create 
mental health problems for them.

It was enjoyable and pleasurable to watch our 
students challenging each other’s ideas and 
arguing their cases. 

We spoke about two of the common mental health issues among students, anxiety and 
depression. We defined them and highlighted early warning signs as well as factors that 
affect  students’ mental health.
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Community Projects

A huge thank you to everyone who donated to our Afghan refugee collection.  We were 
overwhelmed with the amount of extremely generous donations, many of which were 
brand new items. It was an extremely rewarding experience for a number of our  Sixth 
Form students who went to drop off the donations to the collection point last week.

Afghan Refugee Collection 

Animal Welfare Donations 

After the half term break our Animal Welfare ECA students 
will be asking for donations to support the animal shelters 
here in Qatar.  The shelters do an amazing job at  looking 
after and rehoming many of Qatar’s homeless dogs, cats and 
other animals.  We will be accepting donations of dog & cat 
food, bedding, towels and animal toys.  




