GETTING STARTED

Target 2

A factor that can impede or successfully
facilitate think, pair, share, is partner choice. The
first step in making TPS effective is a seating plan
so that discussions can take place. Now that we
have seating plans in place with KAGAN pairings of
HA/MA MA/LA, we can use this strategy as a learning
tool to share information; it is a great way to peer
teach and for students to magpie information from
their partner. If you find that your class aren't quite
getting the hang of sharing ideas, click on the icon
and try this activity with them to create some rules
for talking partners.

To help us to embed think, pair, share into our
classrooms, if you don't already have the TPS signs
displayed, click on the ‘think’ icon above to see the
signs that will be used as part of your classroom
display. You can also copy and paste into google
slides. Another quick win that is really useful for
partner work is to stick down A/B stickers on tables
so very quickly, and what will become routine,
children know which partner they are and we are
saving time having to think and organise. Have a look
at Hannah's video to see the practice in action.

“Don’t skimp on the think!” Kate Jones.
Speaking honestly, one of the most
uncomfortable parts of think, pair, shareis the
think element. Yet this is what makes the
strategy so effective. You won't be used to the
silence, the class will find it hard to be quiet and
think, they will automatically want to talk to
their partner. Thirty seconds will feel like
forever and what we have found is that thirty
seconds becomes five because we think
“they’'ve had a bit of time that will do”. One
solution is toftpe a timer,

&

So what should think, pair, sharelook like right
now? We will all be at different stages, most of
us have a new class that we are still getting to
know. Now is the time to start training the
children with these strategies and routines. As
Hannah Jones has brought her class up to Year 3,
she can give us an example of WAGOLL. This is
our end goal, not where we are expected to be
right now.

Sf? Right now we are creating the habit of hands

down and independent thinking time before we
pair and then share.

Getting started with &hink, pair,
sharein EYFS.

The first step in facilitating TPS
in an early years setting is to
implement talk partners.

For convenience, a child’s talk
partner could the person they sit
next to on the carpet.

Children need to be provided with
opportunities to think, share
ideas and converse with these
partners throughout the day.

This article suggests different
ways to introduce talking
partners within an early years
classroom. Having an area of
provision with a talking stimulus,
such as a picture of the day, is a
great place to start. The ideas
that come from this area can be
shared during a circle time or
carpet input.

Attached is an example of a
talking partners display.
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