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What are 
Knowledge 
Organisers?

What are knowledge organisers?
• A knowledge organiser is a set of key facts or information that pupils need to 

know and be able to recall in order to master a unit or topic. 

• Knowledge organisers outline the essential knowledge that the teachers are 
covering across a unit of work: including, key dates, key people, vocabulary, 
definitions and other information. 

• The curriculum has a greater focus on retrieval and application of knowledge this 
puts increasing pressure on our children to know and retain even more 
information for longer.

• The secret to success is to regularly revisit the knowledge to be learned (known 
as ‘spaced retrieval’). This helps transfer the knowledge from the short-term 
memory to the long term memory.

3



How to use a  
Knowledge 
Organiser?
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How to use these knowledge organisers
Every week you should be studying one section of these knowledge organisers in
order to be prepared for quizzes in class. The quizzes will test the knowledge from
the organisers plus knowledge learnt in class that week.

You should be using your notes to self test yourself on the knowledge you have
studied in your organiser.

You can do this in a number of different ways, here are a few suggestions:
• Read through the organiser
• Teach someone the knowledge in the organiser to see if you understand it
• Write the keywords in your book then cover your KO and see if you can write out

the definitions.
• Use the ‘Look, Cover, Write, Check and Correct’ technique.
• Make up questions from your organiser and answer them later.
• Create a mind map or revision clock and test yourself.
• Read out loud the knowledge organiser into a microphone and listen back to the

recording



English -
Grammar
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Key Vocabulary Definition

Adjective Used before a noun to make the noun’s meaning more specific e.g. tall, blue 

Noun A person, place or thing e.g. cat, man, Mr Morel, England 

Pronoun Word that takes the place of a noun e.g. it, he, she 

Possessive pronoun Words that demonstrate ownership e.g. His, her, their 

Verb A doing or being word e.g. jump, run, am, was 

Adverb These modifying the verb e.g. quickly, happily 

Adverbial Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [e.g. later], place [e.g. nearby] and 

number [e.g. secondly] or tense choices [e.g. he had seen her before] 

Fronted adverbials Words or phrases at the beginning of a sentence, used to describe the action that follows e.g. Later 

that day, I heard the bad news 

Adjective Used before a noun to make the noun’s meaning more specific e.g. tall, blue 

Noun A person, place or thing e.g. cat, man, Mr Morel, England 

Pronoun Word that takes the place of a noun e.g. it, he, she 

Possessive pronoun Words that demonstrate ownership e.g. His, her, their 

Verb A doing or being word e.g. jump, run, am, was 

Adverb These modifying the verb e.g. quickly, happily 

Adverbial Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [e.g. later], place [e.g. nearby] and 

number [e.g. secondly] or tense choices [e.g. he had seen her before] 

Fronted adverbials Words or phrases at the beginning of a sentence, used to describe the action that follows e.g. Later 

that day, I heard the bad news 



English -
Grammar
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Key Vocabulary Definition

Question Asks something e.g.: Why aren’t you my friend? 

Statement States a fact or something that has happened e.g. You are my friend. 

Command Something you have to do e.g. Be my friend! 

Exclamation When something is exclaimed- start with ‘what’ or ‘how’ e.g. What a good friend you are! 

Noun phrase A phrase where an adjective is used before a noun to describe it e.g. blue table, fierce fox 

Tense Shows whether you are writing about the past, present or future 

Clause A group of words which contains a verb 

Direct speech Writing down the part being spoken e.g. Rachel shouted loudly “Watch out!” 

Indirect/ reported 

speech 

Summarising what has been said e.g. He said they'd already eaten when he'd arrived. 

Speech marks Punctuation used around the part being spoken e.g. The conductor shouted, “Sit down!” 

Synonyms and 

Antonym 

Synonym: words meaning the same e.g. beautiful/pretty 

Antonym: words meaning the opposite e.g. awful/wonderful 

Conjunctions A word used to connect clauses or sentences e.g. when, before, after, while, so, because 

Preposition A word which shows the relationship between two nouns in a sentence e.g.: The book under the 

table 

Cohesion Term used to describe the grammatical means by which sentences and paragraphed are linked 

and relationships between them established. 

Ellipsis Indicates an intentional omission of a word, sentence, or whole section from a text to create 

suspense e.g. The door opened … 

Subject, object The subject is the person or thing doing something, and the object is having something done to it. 



English –
Punctuation 
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Key Vocabulary Definition Key Vocabulary Definition Key Vocabulary Definition 

Capital letter Used as an initial letter 
of a proper noun or the 
first word of a sentence 

Exclamation 
mark

Used to exclaim strong 
feelings or high 
volume

Semi-colon To mark the boundary 
between independent 
clauses  

Full stop Used at the end of a 
sentence 

Parenthesis –
Brackets, dashes 

A word or phrase 
inserted as an 
explanation 

Colon Used to introduce a list, 
a quotation or 
explanation 

Comma Indicating a pause 
between parts of a 
sentence or separating 
items in a list. 

Ellipsis Indicates an 
intentional omission of 
a word or sentence

Apostrophe To show ownership or to 
indicate the omission of 
a letter to contract 

Question mark Used at the end
of a question 

Speech marks Used around the 
spoken words. 

Hyphen Used to avoid ambiguity 



English –
Spelling
(Common Exception 
Words)
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English –
Reading 
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Recommended Reading List Year 3

Author Title Author Title 

E.B. White Charlotte’s Web Lewis Carroll Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland

Lucy M. Boston The Children of Green Knowe Betsy Byars The Midnight Fox

Edith Nesbit The Railway Children Philip Putman The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter

Edith Nesbit Five Children and It Eoin Culfer The Len

Key Vocabulary Definition Key Vocabulary Definition Key Vocabulary Definition 

Comprehension / 
comprehend 

Understanding 
what has been 
read

Inference/ infer Making 
assumptions 
about what is 
happening 

Prediction Saying what will 
happen next or as 
a result of 
something 

Retrieval/ retrieve Finding 
information from 
a text 

Deduction / 
deduce 

Using evidence in 
a text to support 
an idea

Summarise Give a brief 
statement of the 
main points 

Explain Give a reason to 
justify a point of 
view or answer 

Question Ask questions 
about the text to 
further 
understanding 

Clarify To make clear or 
easier to 
understand 



English –
Autumn 
Tier 2 
vocabulary
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Above Ago Apply Area Arrange

Behind Clear Deep Direct Enough

Ever Few Free Item Less



Maths –
Number and Place 
Value
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Key Vocabulary Definition

Ones

The value of the digit in the ones column e.g. 326 has 6 ones

Tens

The value of the digit in the tens column e.g. 326 has 2 tens

Hundreds The value of the digit in the hundreds column e.g. 326 has 3 hundreds

Multiples Times tables e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10 are multiples of 2. To get these numbers, you multiplied 2 by 1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 5 etc…

Odd Whole numbers which cannot be divided by 2 without a remainder. 1,3,5,7,9,11,15, 13,17,19

Even Whole numbers which can be divided by 2. 2,4,6,8,10,12,14,16,18, 20 

Double

Twice the size or value 

Half An amount that can be divided by 2

Problem solving Solving real life and logical problems using mathematical understanding



Maths –
Addition and Subtraction
Multiplication and Division 
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Key Vocabulary Definition

Operations

The 4 operations are addition, subtraction, multiplication and division

Efficient method

A method that gets an accurate answer but involves limited calculations

Product

Two numbers multiplies e.g. the product of 6 and 4 is 24

Inverse

Opposite operation e.g. +/- and x/÷

Estimate Roughly calculate the value or number of something 

Order The arrangement of numbers or things in relation to each other based on a particular pattern. 

Compare Note the similarity or differences between 2 or more items

Altogether

Roughly calculate the value or number of something 



Science –
Light
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Key Word Definition

Light Light is a form of energy and is the reason 

we can see things. 

Dark Is the absence of light. It is when there is no 

light energy and we cannot see well.

Reflect Is when a light ray hits an object and 

bounces off it. Think of mirrors, they reflect 

all of the light. That is the reason you can 

see yourself.

Natural See image 

Artificial See image 

Shadow Is a dark figure which if formed when an 

opaque object blocks the light source. 

Opaque Is when an object does not let any light 

pass through it. EG: A brick wall. 

Translucent Is when an object allows some light to pass 

through it. EG: A plastic bag. 

Transparent Is when an object allows all light to pass 

through it. EG: A window.



Science –
Forces and Magnets
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Key Word Definition

Force is a push or pull on an object. It can cause an object to 

speed up, slow down, remain in place, or change shape. 

Magnet Is a piece of material (such as iron or steel) that is able to 

attract certain metals. A magnet has a north pole and a 

south pole.  (See image)

Attract When two magnets attract they may stick together.

Repel When two magnets repel they push away from 

each other.

Magnetic 

materials

Are materials such as iron, nickel and cobalt which are 

attracted to magnets. 

Non-magnetic

materials

Are materials such as wood, cotton, rubber, glass, plastic 

which are not attracted to magnets.

Gravity Gravity is a force which tries to pull two objects toward 

each other.



Science –
Forces and Magnets
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Useful Website: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zyttyrd



History-
Chocolate (Autumn 1)
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Geography-
Chocolate (Autumn 1)
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Key Vocabulary Definition Key Places Definition 

Cocoa A powder made from roasted and 

ground cocoa seeds. 

Central America Pre-Columbian Colonies are 
thought to have used cacao 
beans up to 5000 years ago.

Cocoa bean A cocoa seed. Cote d'Ivoire Africa’s largest producer of 
cocoa.

Cocoa pods The pods in which the cocoa seed 

grows. 

Indonesia Asia’s largest producer of 
cocoa.

Harvest The process of gathering crops. Brazil South America’s largest 
producer of cocoa.

Plantation An area where crops and trees are 

planted to be grown for selling 

purposes. 

Dominican Republic North America’s largest 
producer of cocoa.

Tropical Regions The regions near to the equator. London Capital City of England.

Import To buy goods or products into a 

country from a different place. 

Export To send goods or products to 

another country for sale. 

Deforestation The act of clearing a wide area of 

trees. 

Taste buds The nerve endings on the tongue 

and the lining of the mouth which 

provide the sense of taste. 

Trade The action of buying and selling 

goods or products.



Geography-
Chocolate (Autumn 1)
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Geography-
Rainforests  
(Autumn 2)
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Key 
Vocabulary

Definition 

Canopy The highest branches of the trees in a forest, creating a layer of leaves over the floor. 

Climate The weather conditions throughout the year, such as rainfall, sunshine, temperature and humidity.  

Conservation The act of protecting something in the natural environment; wildlife. 

Deforestation The destruction or clearance of Earth’s forests.

Ecosystem A specific area where living organisms such as plants and animals  work 

together to survive. 

Endangered A species at serious risk of extinction.

Epiphyte A plant that grows on another plant.

Extinct A species that no longer exists 

Habitat A natural home or environment for an animal or plant. 

Humid A level of water vapour in the air. 

Rainforest A forest found in tropical areas with constant heavy rainfall with different kinds of plants and animals. 



Geography-
Rainforests 
(Autumn 2)
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Design and 
Technology
Rainforest in a 
box
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Key 
Vocabulary

Definition 

Research Investigate the study of 
materials and sources to  
gather facts.

Design 
criteria 

The explicit goals that a project 
must achieve in order to be 
successful.

Techniques A way of carrying out a 
particular task using different 
skills to achieve something.

Design A plan or drawing produced to 
show the look and function  of 
something before it is made. 

Planning The process of making plans 
for something.

Evaluate To assess the quality and ability 
of something.



Music
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Dynamics – the 

volume of the 

music.

Forte – Loud

Piano 

– Soft (Quiet)

Tempo – the speed of the 

music.

Allegro – Fast

Lento – Slow 



Music
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Ickle ockle blue bottle,

Fishes in the sea. 

If you want a partner,

Please choose me!   

Bounce high, bounce low.

Bounce the ball to Fido. 

Icka backa soda cracker 

Icka backa boo.

Icka backa soda cracker

Out goes you! 

Instruments of the Orchestra
The instruments of the orchestra are sorted into 4 families: Brass Family, 
String Family, Percussion Family and Woodwind Family. 



Spanish
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Spanish
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Knowledge Organiser PE Term 1 KS2
What is Health & Fitness?  

A healthy active lifestyle involves contributing positively to your physical, mental 

and social well being. This includes regular exercise and physical activity. Within PE, 

you will learn about different types of exercise we can do to maintain a healthy 

lifestyle.

Why is it important to learn about health and fitness? 

A lot of factors play a role in staying healthy. Participating in physical activity 

regularly can lead to good health which can help to prevent injury. It can also 

decrease your risk of developing some diseases. Maintaining a healthy and active 

lifestyle can greatly impact your life and make you happier!

Key Words: 

Health, fitness, sport, nutrition, heart rate, stamina, strength, heart rate, aerobic, 

power, balance, flexibility, exercise, skill related fitness, health related fitness.

Ways to keep active at home: (Youtube)

-Just Dance

-Joe Wicks

-Go Noodle

-Change4Life activities (website)

Minutes of 
exercise 

everyday!

Eat 5 portions of fruit 
and vegetables 

everyday



Resources
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Quiz – Kahoot https://kahoot.it/

Century – All areas of 
learning

https://www.century.tech/

Maths – My Maths https://www.mymaths.co.uk/

Maths – TTRS
Times Tables Rock Stars

https://ttrockstars.com/

https://kahoot.it/
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/

