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What are knowledge organisers?
• A knowledge organiser is a set of key facts or information that pupils need to 

know and be able to recall in order to master a unit or topic. 

• Knowledge organisers outline the essential knowledge that the teachers are 
covering across a unit of work: including, key dates, key people, vocabulary, 
definitions and other information. 

• The curriculum has a greater focus on retrieval and application of knowledge this 
puts increasing pressure on our children to know and retain even more 
information for longer.

• The secret to success is to regularly revisit the knowledge to be learned (known 
as ‘spaced retrieval’). This helps transfer the knowledge from the short-term 
memory to the long term memory.
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How to use these knowledge organisers
Every week you should be studying one section of these knowledge organisers in 
order to be prepared for quizzes in class. The quizzes will test the knowledge from 
the organisers plus knowledge learnt in class that week. 

You should be using your notes to self test yourself on the knowledge you have 
studied in your organiser.

You can do this in a number of different ways, here are a few suggestions:
•  Read through the organiser 
•  Teach someone the knowledge in the organiser to see if you understand it
• Write the keywords in your book then cover your KO and see if you can write out 

the definitions.
• Use the ‘Look, Cover, Write, Check and Correct’ technique.
• Make up questions from your organiser and answer them later.
• Create a mind map or revision clock and test yourself. 
• Read out loud the knowledge organiser into a microphone and listen back to the 

recording 
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Key 
Vocabulary

Definition Key 
Vocabulary

Definition Key 
Vocabulary

Definition 

Prefix A group of words added at 
the beginning of a word
(Eg. Il- ir- un- re-) 

Homophone Two words which sound the 
same but are written 
differently 

Modal verb A verb which expresses 
possibility (Eg. Must, should, 
will) 

Suffix A group of words at the end 
of a word
(Eg. –ing –ed –ness) 

Pronoun Word that takes the place 
of a noun. Eg. It, he, she. 

Adverb A word that modifies the verb

Adjective A descriptive word used 
before a noun

Tense Shows whether you are 
writing in past, present or 
future 

Adverbial Links ideas across 
paragraphs. Time (later) a 
place (nearby)  a number 
(firstly)

Fronted 
adverbial 

Words or phrases at the 
beginning of a sentence to 
describe an action that 
follows

Passive/ 
active 

Active: Mike is baking a 
cake
Passive: A cake is being 
baked by Mike 

Subject/ 
object 

The subject is the person or 
thing doing something. The 
object is having something 
done to it

Command Something you have to do Exclamation When something is 
exclaimed 

Noun phrase A phrase involving an 
adjective before the noun

Synonym Words meaning the same Clause A group of words which 
contains a verb

Antonym Words meaning the opposite 

Indirect/
reported 
speech

Summarising what has 
been said

Determiner A modifying word that 
determines the kind of 
reference a noun or noun 
group

Subordinate 
clause 

Introduced by a conjunction, 
that forms a part of and is 
dependent on a main clause

Statement State a fact or something 
that has happened 

Conjunction A word used to connect 
clauses or sentences 

Preposition A word which shows where 
something is in relation to 
another 

Verb A doing word Noun A person, place or thing Question Ask something 
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Key Vocabulary Definition Key Vocabulary Definition Key Vocabulary Definition 

Capital letter Used as an initial letter 
of a proper noun or the 
first word of a sentence 

Exclamation 
mark

Used to exclaim strong 
feelings or high volume

Semi-colon To mark the boundary 
between independent 
clauses  

Full stop Used at the end of a 
sentence 

Parenthesis – 
Brackets, dashes 

A word or phrase 
inserted as an 
explanation 

Colon Used to introduce a list, a 
quotation or explanation 

Comma Indicating a pause 
between parts of a 
sentence or separating 
items in a list. 

Ellipsis Indicates an intentional 
omission of a word or 
sentence

Apostrophe To show ownership or to 
indicate the omission of 
a letter to contract 

Question mark Used at the end
 of a question 

Speech marks Used around the 
spoken words. 

Hyphen Used to avoid ambiguity 
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Key Spelling Rule Examples of words Word in a sentence 

Suffix –cial usually 
after a vowel

Special, beneficial, commercial, crucial Completing homework is beneficial to your 
education.

Suffix –tial usually 
after a consonant 

Confidential, influential, initial, substantial This letter is confidential; it is for your parents.

-ent Frequent, absent, imminent, patient They were in imminent danger of being swept  away. 

Suffix -ence/-ency Innocence, frequency, transparency There is an increase in the frequency of accidents at 
school play time. 

R is doubled if –fer is 
stressed 

Referring, transferring, referral He is transferring his money to the bank. 

R is not doubled if 
–fer is not stressed

Referee, preference, reference The referee was on the football pitch. 

I before e except 
after c

Receive, ceiling, receipt Please keep your receipt.

Words with silent 
letters

Doubt, island, solemn, autumn If you are in doubt, ask for help. 

Homophones Heard/herd,  devise/devise,   
guessed/guest

The farmer had heard that the thief was after his 
herd!



English – 
Common 
Exception 
words 

9

Year 5 Common Exception words 

achieve conscience excellent Interfere privilege sufficient

aggressive conscious existence lightning queue temperature

amateur controversy explanation marvellous recognise thorough

attached curiosity frequently mischievous recommend twelfth

available definite government nuisance rhythm

average desperate guarantee occupy sacrifice

category Disastrous immediate occur secretary

cemetery embarrass immediately physical soldier

committee environment Individual prejudice stomach
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Key Vocabulary Definition Key Vocabulary Definition Key Vocabulary Definition 

Comprehension / 
comprehend 

Understanding what 
has been read

Inference/ infer Making 
assumptions about 
what is happening 

Prediction Saying what will 
happen next or as a 
result of something 

Retrieval/ retrieve Finding information 
from a text 

Deduction / deduce Using evidence in a 
text to support an 
idea

Summarise Give a brief 
statement of the 
main points 

Explain Give a reason to 
justify a point of 
view or answer 

Question Ask questions about 
the text to further 
understanding 

Clarify To make clear or 
easier to understand 

Recommended Reading List Year 5 

Author Title Author Title 

Phillippa Pearce Tom’s Midnight Garden Ross Welford The 1000 year old boy

Jules Verne Around the World in 80 Days Lemony Snicket A series of Unfortunate events 

Alfred Noyes The Highwayman Anthony Horowitz Stormbreaker 

Frances Hodgson Burnett The Secret Garden Patrick Ness A Monster Calls 

Charles Dickens Oliver Twist Berlie Doherty Street Child 

Daniel Defoe Robinson Crusoe Roald Dahl Danny the Champion of the 
World 

Michael Morpurgo An Eagle in the Snow Lewis Carroll Alice in Wonderland 

R.J. Palacio Wonder Louis Sachar Holes 
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Abstract Concrete Academic Alter Assess

Assume Assumption Brief Clarify Consider

Consistent Current Develop Display Dispute

Distinguish Effectively Essential Exaggerate Examine

Formation Highlight Influence Information
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Autumn 1 Autumn 2

Vehicle Text FArTHER Where We Once 
Stood

Focus writing 
outcome

Letter to Recount Exploration 
Narrative
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Key Word Definition

Air resistance A force that is caused by air with the force acting in the 
opposite direction to an object moving through the air

Force A push or pull upon an object resulting from its interaction 
with another object

Friction The resistance that one surface or object encounters when 
moving over another

Gears A toothed wheel that works with others to alter the relation 
between the speed of a driving mechanism (e.g. engine) and 
the speed of the driven parts (e.g. the wheels)

Gravity The force that attracts a body towards the centre of the earth

Levers A rigid bar resting on a pivot that is used to move a heavy or 
firmly fixed load 

Mass The weight measured by an object's acceleration under a 
given force or by the force exerted on it by gravity

Pull force To draw or haul towards oneself or itself, in a particular 
direction

Pulleys A wheel with a grooved rim around that changes the direction 
of a force applied to the cord 

Push Force To move something in a specific way by exerting force

Water 
Resistance 

A force that is caused by water with the force acting in the 
opposite direction to an object moving through the water

Balanced Force

Unbalanced Force

FORCES 

Gravity – the force that pulls things to 
the ground. Gravity also holds Earth and 
other planets in their orbits around the 
sun. 

Friction – friction is a force between 2 
surfaces that are sliding or trying to slide 
across each other. Friction works in the 
opposite direction to which the object is 
moving. It slows down the moving object 
and also produces heat. It can be helpful 
in certain situations but not helpful in 
others. 

Air resistance – a type 
of friction between air 
and another material. 
Aeroplanes and cars 
are streamlined so that 
they can move through 
the air as easily as possible. 

Water resistance – a type of friction 
between water and another material. 
When you go swimming there is friction 
between your skin and the water 
particles. 
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Key Word Definition

Astronaut An astronaut is a person trained by a human spaceflight 
program to command, pilot, or serve as a crew member of a 
spacecraft.

Planet A planet is an astronomical body orbiting a star

Orbit The path of a an object or spacecraft round a star, planet, or 
moon

Satellite A celestial body orbiting the earth or another planet

Constellation A group of stars forming a pattern.

Comet An object  in space made from ice and dust.

Meteor A piece of metal or rock from outer space that enters the 
earth's atmosphere

Meteorite A piece of rock or metal that has fallen to the earth's surface 
from outer space

Galaxy A system of millions or billions of stars, together with gas 
and dust, held together by gravity

Asteroid A rock that orbits the sun.

Star A bright point in space which is a large, like the sun.

Moon A natural satellite of any planet.

Gravity A force which pulls objects to a centre point.

Solar System The collection of eight planets and their moons in orbit 
round the sun.
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WARNING! When studying 
our solar system, it is 

not safe to look directly 
at the sun, even when 

wearing dark glasses!

How to remember the order of the planets 



History –
Space Race

25

Key Word Definition

Satelite A celestial body orbiting the earth or another planet

Orbit The path of a an object or spacecraft round a star, planet, or 
moon

Gravity A force which pulls objects to a centre point.

Space The area that contains the entire universe beyond the earth- 
outer space. 

Space Flight A journey through space.

Launched To send a spacecraft on its course or journey.

Space shuttle A rocket launched spacecraft able to land and make repeated 
journeys between the earth and space.

Space station A large artificial satellite used as a long term base for 
manned operations or missions in space 

Timeline of Historical Events

1947 First animals sent to space. They were fruit flies sent on some 
corn.

1949 The first monkey is sent to space.

1955 The Space Race begins between Russia and America

1957 The first animal goes around the Earth in space. It is a dog 
named Laika.

1961 First man in space

1963 First woman in space

1969 Moon Landing.

Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin become the first people to 
walk on the moon. The first words they said were, “The Eagle 
has landed.”

1991 Helen Sharman becomes the first British astronaut in 
space.

2001 First space tourist.

2015 Scientists find evidence of water on Mars.

2015 Tim Peake became the first British astronaut to visit the 
International Space station.

Key Figures

Laika -First Dog 
in Space.

Ham the Chimp- 
First Chimpanzee 

in space.

Yuri Gagarin- 
First man in 

space.

Valentina 
Tereshkova- First 
woman in space.

Neil Armstrong – 
The first man on 

the moon.
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Key Word Definition

Atlas A collection of maps often of each country in the world.

Compass A tool used for showing direction.

Digital Map A map that uses technology such as a satnav.

Easting The numbers used in a grid reference that run west to east.

Grid References The numbered squares on a map used to locate a place.

National Grid A system used to split Great Britain into 100km squares.

Northing The numbers used in a grid reference that run south to north.

Ordnance 
Survey

Detailed maps of Great Britain where each square represents 1km squared (1km²).

Symbols Small pictures, letters or lines that represent a feature.
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Longitude and Latitude 

Unlike grid lines where we go along 
the corridor and  the stairs, here we go 
UP and ACROSS 

Latitude - Flat lines. Flat-itude!

Longitude - Long lines – up and down
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 Pupils in Y5 will be exposed to a range of different activities where they will be able to acquire their 
fundamental movement skills. Here are some of the ways in which the pupils will be experiencing this:

Links to YouTube playlists:
Joe Wicks - 
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBuS4Ue
yHMccVAjpWaNbGomt 
Cosmic Yoga-
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8snGkhBF7nj0XY4D
Qbm203LNMQvbnPyw
Debbie Doo-
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7G9h8-DwaBjmDcJ
q85EJFzBgsY4TWNT8 

Gymnastic and Dance

Pupils will be learning how to do a 
range of rolls safely. Learn 
sequences in unison and practice a 
range of dynamics. 

Athletics

Pupils will have the 
opportunity to work on their 
agility, balance and 
coordination. This will be 
experienced through a range 
of different fun activities 
within athletics.

Ball Skills/Team Games
Pupils will have the opportunity to 
experience team games as well as 
acquiring and trialing the different 
skills involved with ball skills in a 
range of sports like football, 
basketball and benchball.

Here are some links to help keep your child active at home.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBuS4UeyHMccVAjpWaNbGomt
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBuS4UeyHMccVAjpWaNbGomt
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8snGkhBF7nj0XY4DQbm203LNMQvbnPyw
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8snGkhBF7nj0XY4DQbm203LNMQvbnPyw
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7G9h8-DwaBjmDcJq85EJFzBgsY4TWNT8
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7G9h8-DwaBjmDcJq85EJFzBgsY4TWNT8
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English https://www.literacyplanet.com/ 
https://play.edshed.com/
www.century.tech.com

Maths https://www.mymaths.co.uk/ 
https://ttrockstars.com/
www.century.tech.com

Vocabulary Flash Cards https://www.scholastic.com/parents/games/flash-card-
maker.html 

Reading https://readtheory.org/
www.century.tech.com

Science www.century.tech.com
www.legendsoflearning.com

https://www.literacyplanet.com/
https://play.edshed.com/
http://www.century.tech.com/
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://ttrockstars.com/
http://www.century.tech.com/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/games/flash-card-maker.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/games/flash-card-maker.html
https://readtheory.org/
http://www.century.tech.com/
http://www.century.tech.com/
http://www.legendsoflearning.com/

